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INTRODUCTION. 

/ 

V  E  R  Y  Attempt  calculated  for  the 
general  good  of  Mankind,  however 
A  flighted  by  us,  is  always  moft  eafy  to 
be  put  in  Execution.  Although  every  ra¬ 
tional  Being  is  defirous  to  maintain  and  ex¬ 
tend  his  own  Exiftence  by  any  means  what¬ 
ever  yet  it  very  often  happens,  that  the 
lighted:  Incidents  put  an  end  to  the  moft 
valuable  Life,  becaufe  thofe  incidents  have 
not  been  opportunely  redrefled  by  the  affif- 
tance  which  good  Surgery  might  have  af¬ 
forded.  Inftances  of  this  are  innumerable, 
therefore  unnecefiary  to  be  produced. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  Art  of  Surgery 
is  fo  neceflary  for  the  prefervation  of  Man¬ 
kind,  that  even  at  the  firft  inftant  of  our 
Birth  we  muft  die  had  we  not  recourfe  to  it: 
Through  the  whole  courfe  of  Life  we  are 
liable  to  many  Diftempers  and  Accidents, 
which  Surgery  alone  is  able  to  remove  and 
cure ;  Accidents  which  would  put  a  ftop  to 
our  Being,  if  we  were  deprived  of  the  affif- 
tance  of  this  ufeful  Art. 


It 
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It  muft  be  acknowledged  that  mod  of  the 
learned  Sciences,  either  have  had  their  Ori¬ 
gin  or  have  been  carried  to  great  Perfection 
in  England  ever  fince  the  eftablifhment  of 
the  Royal  Society ;  but  it  is  evident  that  the 
Art  of  Surgery  is  not  here  arrived  to  fo  great 
a  degree  of  Perfection  as  in  a  neighbour¬ 
ing  Nation. 

The  Caufe  of  the  little  Progrefs  that  Sur¬ 
gery  has  made  in  England  is,  that  the 
JCnowledge  acquired  in  the  Hofpitals,  is  at¬ 
tended  with  great  Expence ;  the  Learner  has 
too  little  Time  for  gaining  a  fufficient  Know¬ 
ledge  of  the  Art. 

None  but  thofe  that  pay  are  admitted 
to  fee  the  Surgeons  perform  their  Operations. 
Venality  is  always  a  barbarous  Obftacle  to 
Science. 

To  remedy  this  Inconvenience  and  pro¬ 
mote  the  Perfection  of  Surgery  in  this  Na¬ 
tion,  it  would  be  neceflary  that  a  great 
many  young  People  be  taught  the  Know¬ 
ledge  and  Practice  the  three  chief  Parts 
of  Surgery  gratis ,  viz.  Firft,  All  the  Ope¬ 
rations  practicable  on  the  Human  Body. 
Secondly,  The  curing  Venereal  Difeafes. 
Thirdly,  Midwifery.  By  following  this  Ad¬ 
vice  we  fhould  have  a  fufficient  Number  of 
able  Surgeons,  and  the  Perfection  of  this 
Art  fpread  through  all  Parts  of  this  King¬ 
dom, 


^  '  l  7  ]• 

dona,  the  Colonies,  Army,  and  Navy, 
which"  would  be  the  fur  eft  and  fhorteft  way 
to  prefer ve  the  Life  of  many  Thoufands  of 
good  People  ufeful  to  their  Country. 

The  Nobility  and  Gentry  are  mod  nearly 
concerned  herein,  for  as  they  enjoy  the 
firft  Employments  in  the  Army,  the  Navy, 
and  Colonies,  tney  have  Opportunities  of 
knowing  how  greatly  their  Prefervation  de¬ 
pends  on  their  having  with  them  a  fuffi- 
cient  Number  of  able  Surgeons  in  a  Battle, 
in  a  Sea-fight,  and  efpecialiy  in  the  dreadful 
Calamities  that  attend  long  Voyages.  To 
obtain  the  end  here  aimed  at,  let  us  con¬ 
sider  the  following  Propofals. 


P  L  A  X, 
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rr. 


A 


PLAN  &c. 


L 

TO  have  an  exceeding  large  Hofpital 
wherein  may  be  admitted,  without 
any  Protection  or  Recommendation,  at  any 
time  of  the  Day  or  Night,  all  forts  of  dis¬ 
tempered  People  of  both  Sexes. 

II. 

The  number  of  Beds  to  be  diftributed 
in  fuch  a  manner  that  the  greateft  Part  of 
them  may  be  for  the  Wounded,  the  dis¬ 
tempered  with  Venereal  Diforders,  and  the 
pregnant  Women;  and  the  remainder  for 
all  fick  Perfons  whatfoever,  becaufe  many 
Accidents  which  belong  to  Surgery  proceed 
from  them,  fuch  are  Abfcefs,  Ulcers,  Car- 

rioufnefs 
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fioufnefs  of  the  Bones,  Empiems,  &c° 
Moreover  the  Surgeons  here  mentioned, 
being  defigned  for  the  Colonies,  the  Navy, 
the  Armv,  and  the  different  Counties  of 
the  Kingdom,  muft  learn  how  to  cure  Fe¬ 
vers,  Loofneftes,  Pleurilies,  and  Scurvey ; 
consequently  all  forts  of  fick  People  muft  be 
admitted  into  this  Hofpital,  fo  that  the 
young  Surgeons  may  have  the  Opportunity 
of  feeing  how  the  Phyficians  treat  thofe 
Diftempers,  after  they  have  acquired,  by 
their  Study  from  the  beft  Books  on 
that  Subject,  the  Theory  of  thofe  Diftem¬ 
pers. 

IJL 

In  this  Hofpital  muft  be  feveral  learned 
experienced  Phyficians,  and  four  chief  Sur¬ 
geons  of  well  known  Capacity  and  Integrity, 
becaufe  all  the  Succefs  of  this  undertaking 
will  depend  on  them,  according  as  they  are 
more  or  lefs  able  to  inftruft  their  Pupils, 
tbefe  might  have  a  fufficient  Salary  granted 
them,  like  that  at  Greenwich  Hofpital,  and 
not  be  permitted  to  receive  any  Fee  from 
their  Pupils. 


i 
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IV. 

1  \  '  k 

An  hundred  young  Men,  thoroughly 
verfed  in  Anatomical  Knowledge,  and  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  pra&ice  of  Bandages,  and 
the  Apparatus  neceffary  to  the  Operations 
of  Surgery,  fhould  be  chofen  ;  thefe  young 
People,  without  paying  any  Thing,  fhould 
be  bound  for  fix  Years  to  help  the  Sick, 
drefs  Wounds,  and  other  Operations,  under 
the  infpedtion  of  the  chief  Surgeons ;  thofe 
among  them  that  have  ftudied  the  Latin 
Tongue  fhould  be  preferred  to  the  others, 
as  being  more  fit  to  acquire  Knowledge ; 
and  if  it  fhould  be  thought  proper  to  accept 
none  but  fuch  .as  are  acquainted  with  the 
Latin  Tongue,  I  doubt  not  but  that  there 
might  be  a  fufiicient  Number  of  them  found 
in  the  Colleges.  And  to  encourage  thofe 
young  People  to  apply  to  their  Art  in  the 
Hofpital  the  more  diligently,  the  Govern¬ 
ment  might  promife  them,  that  after  their 
having  been  there  fix  Years,  they  fhould  be 
intitled  to  the  fame  Privileges  as  thofe  who 
ferve  an  Apprenticefhip  in  the  City  of  Lon¬ 
don,  and  that  if  they  were  inclined  to  be 
employed  in  a  Regiment,  in  a  King’s  Ship, 
or  a  Colony,  they  fhould  be  preferred  to  any 
others,  or  in  cafe  they  choofe  to  fettle  in  the 

Place 
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Place  where  they  were  born,  they  fhould  be 
in  titled  to  be  Surgeons  of  the  Town,  &c. 
without  expence  and  free  from  all  Taxes 
during  Life. 

V. 

Thefe  young  People,  under  the  Penalty 
of  being  turned  out,  fhould  never  fail  to  be 
in  the  Hofpital  to  drefs  the  Wounded,  when 
the  Chiefs  are  vifiting  them  ;  three  or  four 
of  thefe  young  Surgeons  at  once  fhould  be 
obliged  to  watch  by  Night  in  the  Hofpital, 
to  help  the  Sick  in  cafe  of  need. 

VI. 

Thofe  young  Perfons  fhould  be  inftrudted 
by  their  Chiefs  in  Chirurgical  Operations, 
in  curing  Venereal  Difbrders  and  in  Mid¬ 
wifery  y  the  Practice  of  which  {hall  be 
taught  them  after  the  fecond  Year  of  their 
Time  according  to  the  Capacity  that  fhall  be 
found  in  them. 

VII. 

To  lead  them  to  that  Pradice,  the  chief 
Surgeons  (hall  provide  themfelves  every 
Winter  with  dead  Bodies  to  teach  the  ma^ 
nual  Operations  to  the  young  Surgeons  of: 
the  Hofpital,  and  to  thofe  who  have  in- 

B  2  lifted 
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lifted  themfelves  in  the  Hofpital  to  go 
through  the  fame  Courfe. 

VIII. 

Any  young  Man,  who  knows  Anatomy 
perk (51  ]y  well  and  defires  to  be  admitted  as  a 
Pupil  in  the  Paid  Hofpital,  fhall  only  need 
to  have  his  Name  entered  in  the  chief  Sur¬ 
geon’s  Book;  they  fhall  be  received  by  Turns, 
without  Preference,  whenever  there  is  a 
Vacancy ;  and  till  that  Time  they  muft  be 
obliged  to  come  every  Morning  to-  the 
Hofpital  to  fee  what  the  Surgeons  are  doing- 
and  affift  them. 


IX. 

Thefe  young  Surgeons  fhall  write  Chjrur- 
gical  Obfervations  upon  any  Wound  or 
Operation  committed  to  their  Care;  fhall  ac¬ 
count  for  the  Accidents,  Symptoms  and  Ex¬ 
pedients  or  Means  which  their  Chiefs  have 
made  Ufe  of  to  obtain  a  perfcdCure.  Thefe 
Obfervations  Ihould  be  read  at  the  End  of 
every  Month,  and  a  Choice  be  made  of  the 
moll  deferving  of  them  to  be  printed.  This 
would  be  a  fure  Way  to  make  thefe  young 
Practitioners  curious  in  their  Obfervations 
aid  capable  of  difcerning  the  Diagnoses  and 
Prognoftics  of  Diftempers,  and  to  write  per¬ 
fectly  upon  Surgery. 

X.  Thofe 
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X. 

Thofe  young  Students  mud:  abfolutely 
acquire  the  Knowledge  of  Botany,  at  lead:  to 
know  the  ufual  Plants,  which  will  lead 
them  to  the  Materia  Medica ,  without  a 
thorough  Knowledge  of  which  they  can  never 
fucceed  in  their  Art.  It  is  a  general  Com¬ 
plaint  here,  that  Botany  is  negleded  and 
taught  nobody 

XL 

If  thefe  young  People  are  not  able  to 
purchafe  a  great  Choice  of  the  bed:  practical 
Books  which  have  been  wrote  upon  the 
feveral  Branches  of  their  Art,  a  Colle&ion  of 
them  fliall  be  procured  at  the  HofpitaPs  Ex¬ 
pence,  where  they  may  read  them  when 
they  pleafe.  The  Want  of  Books  and  the 
Negledt  of  Reading,  are  the  too  general 
Caufes  of  Ignorance  in  the  Arts  and  Sci¬ 
ences. 

XII. 

This  Hofpital  mud:  be  open  to  every 
Phyfician  or  Surgeon,  Native  or  Foreigner, 


*  They  merit  no  Reproach  who  at  Prefent  want 
this  Knowledge,  for  there  have  been  no  Teachers. 
This  is  a  great  Defedt  in  the  Engltjh  medical  Edu¬ 
cation. 


who 
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who  may  refort  thither  to  fee  and  learn  what 
is  performed  by  the  Phyficians  and  Surgeons 
of  the  faid  Hofpital ;  they  muft  never  be  re- 
fufed  Admittance  nor  to  make  any  Contri¬ 
bution  whatfoever. 

XIII. 

The  young  Surgeons  fhall  open  the  Corps 
of  thofe  who  die  in  the  Hofpital,  and  that 
in  the  Prefence  of  their  Chiefs,  to  know 
the  Source  of  a  great  many  Diftempers, 
whofe  Symptoms  are  equivocal  and  appear 
with  Irregularity.  The  Light  which  the 
Art  receives  from  thence  is  of  very  great 
Moment,  and  moft  capable  of  compleating 
the  thorough  able  Surgeon. 

XIV. 

After  thefe  young  Surgeons  have  corn- 
pleated  the  fixth  Year  of  their  Time,  they 
fhall  give  a  Proof  of  their  Capacity  by  public 
Demonftrations  made  in  the  Prefence  of  their 
Chiefs  and  Fellows,  and  if  they  chufe  after 
this  to  woi*k  two  Years  in  the  faid  Hofpital, 
they  fhall  be  received  Surgeons  of  London 
without  paying  any  Thing. 

XV. 

We  may  eafily  forefee,  that  there  will  be 
a  great  Number  of  fuch  young  Students  offer 

themfelves, 


[  T5  T 

themfelves,  as  foon  as  the  Public  know  that 
it  cofts  nothing  to  have  their  Children  in- 
ftrudled  in  an  Art  fo  ufeful  as  Surgery; 
many  will  devote  to  it  fume  of  their  Family 
after  they  come  from  the  Latin  Schools. 

XVI. 

Two  or  three  Apothecaries  of  good  Ca¬ 
pacity  (hall  have  the  Care  of  the  Pharmacy 
in  the  faid  Hofpital ;  they  fhall  take  upon 
them  to  exhibit  every  Year  a  Courfe  of  Ma¬ 
teria  Medica  and  one  of  Chemiftry,  for  the 
Ufe  of  the  young  Surgeons,  without  any 
further  Reward  than  to  be  themfelves  re¬ 
ceived  Apothecaries  of  London  and  Freemen 
of  the  City  without  Expence,  after  having 
been  fix  Years  in  the  faid  Hofpital,  where 
they  fit  all  have  had  their  Lodging,  Board 
and  one  hundred  Pounds  a  Year.  They 
mull:  have  under  their  Command  feveral 
Mates  able  to  help  them  and  fit  to  ferve.in 
their  Stead  when  they  leave  the  Hofpital. 

XVII. 

If  there  was  no  other  Obftacle  than  to 
find  in  London  an  Hofpital  large  enough  for 
the  Purpofe  intended  here,  I  imagine  that  a 
Monthly  Lottery  of  100,000  Tickets,  at 
three  or  four  Shillings  each,  would  be  fuffi- 
cient  to  raife  a  Sum  neceffary  for  building 
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an  immcnfe  one  and  eftabliflfing  a  large 
Fund  to  maintain  it  for  ever  without  any 
Subfcription.  There  is  fuch  an  Hofpital  in 
Europe  that  contains  four  or  five  thoufand 
fick,  where  are  admitted  all  Sorts  of  People 
of  any  Nation,  and  that  at  every  Hour  of 
the  Day  and  Night,  without  Protection  or 
Recommendation;  Jews,  Chrijlians ,  Turks, 
Arabians .  Negroes  are  received  there.  Wo¬ 
men  come  from  all  Parts  of  Europe  to  lie-in 
and  leave  their  Children  there.  Phyficians 
and  Surgeons,  Foreigners  and  others,  may 
beget  Admittance  at  any  Time.  This  Ho¬ 
fpital  was  fir  ft  eftablifhed  by  a  private  Man, 
and  by  the  Munificence  of  the  Great  and 
Rich  it  is  now  brought  to  its  prefent  Opu- 
lency ;  fo  that  it  may  be  truly  faid  to  be  the 
firlt  and  beft  School  in  the  World  for  Phyfic 
and  Surgery,  and  a  moft  comfortable  Afylum 
for  the  People.  Such  a  one  is  wanted  here. 


A  PLAN 
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A  PLAN  to  ered  a  Royal 
Academy  of  Surgery  ia  Lon¬ 
don,  and  to  carry  that  Art  to 
Perredion  in  Great-Britain. 

ft 

I. 

ALL  the  Surgeons  of  London  fhall  unite 
in  an  Academical  Society,  each  of 
whom  fhall  have  the  Title  of  Ordinary  Fel¬ 
low. 

II. 

One  of  them  fhall  be  eleded  Prefident  of 
the  Academy  to  regulate  the  Meetings  and 
keep  the  Rules  and  Orders  in  Force. 

III. 

A  Secretary  being  "chofen,  his  Bufinefs 
fhall  be  to  keep  the  Regifler  and  maintain 
a  national  and  foreign  Correfpondence,  to 
receive  the  Memoirs  and  Obfervations  fent 
to  the  Academy  and  give  an  Account  of 
them  at  every  general  Meeting;  he  fhall 
give  Notice  to  the  Public  that  all  Letters  be 
franked  to  him. 
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IV. 

All  the  Surgeons  and  Phyficians  of  Great- 
Britain ,  of  the  Colonies,  and  of  all  Europe , 
ihall  be  invited  to  fend  their  Obfervations  to 
the  Academy;  the  Secretary  Ihall  read  them, 
and  thofe  that  are  approved  of  by  the  Mem¬ 
bers  Ihall  be  put  afide  to  be  printed  with  the 
Tranfadfions  of  the  Academy. 

V. 

All  Phyficians  and  Surgeons,  national  and 
foreign,  of  a  public  difiinguifiied  Capacity, 
fhall  be  admitted  as  Members  of  the  Aca¬ 
demy  ;  a  Diploma,  fealed  by  the  Academy, 
fiiall  be  given  them,  and  they  may  take  the 
Title  of  fellow  of  the  faid  Academy,  at  the 
Front  of  their  Works,  as  a  Mark  of  Ability, 
the  Academy  of  London  being  known  to  re¬ 
ceive  only  fuch  learned  Men. 

VI. 

After  any  Memoir  hath  been  read  in  the 
Affembly,  every  Fellow  fhall  be  allowed  to 
.  propole  his  Objections  for  or  againft  the  faid 
Memoir,  and  that  one  after  another,  and  be 
checked  or  defired  to  continue  according  to 
the  Order  of  the  Prefident. 


VII.  Notice 
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VII. 

Notice  fhall  be  given  to  the  Public,  that 
any  Gbfervation  made  upon  an  extraordinary 
Cafe  muft  be  teftified  under  the  Hands  of  two 
Eye-witneffes  at  leaft. 

VIII. 

All  the  Surgeons  of  Hofpitals  in  Great- 
Britain  fhall  be  defired  to  obferve  with  Ex- 
adtnefs  all  Diftempers  that  merit  Attention 
which  are  committed  to  their  Care,  in  order 
to  fend  the  Academy  an  exadt  and  well  cir- 
cumftanced  Defcription  of  them, 

IX. 

The  Academy  fhall  give  the  Title  and 
Diploma  of  a  Correfpondent  to  many  able, 
learned  Phyficians  and  Surgeons,  national 
and  foreign,  efpecially  to  thofe  who  refide  in 
Univerfities  and  large  Towns.  This  would 
be  a  ready  Way  to  be  acquainted  with  new 
and  extraordinary  Cafes. 

X. 

Every  Year,  at  a  general  Meeting,  a  Choice 

fhall  be  made  of  the  bed:  Memoirs  lent  to 
the  Academy,  which  fhall  be  printed,  with 
the  Names  of  the  Authors,  in  the  Academical 

T’ranJ alliens. 
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XI. 

The  Academy  {hall  have  a  Library  of  the 
beft  Books  that  have  been  wrote  upon  practi¬ 
cal  Phyfic,  Surgery,  Chymiftry,  Pharmacy, 
Botany  and  Materia  Medica.  This  Library 
may  be  moderate,  but  choice  ;  it  muft  be 
open  twice  a  Week  from  Morning  to  Night, 
for  the  Benefit  of  the  young  Surgeons  and 
for  luch  as  are  defirous  to  learn. 

XII. 

The  ordinary  Fellows  of  London  {hall  be 
charged  by  Turn,  to  tranflate  in  Englijh. 
what  has  been  published  upon  the  feveral 
Branches  of  Surgery,  either  in  Latin,  French , 
Italian  or  Spanifh ,  to  elucidate  the  Art. 

XIII. 

Any  Englijh  Surgeon  who  has  been  ten 
Years  chief  Surgeon  in  an  Hofpital  out  of 
London  (hall  be  received  Member  of  this 
Academy. 

XIV. 

I  he  Prefident  {hall  appoint  two  or  three 
Meetings  in  a  Month,  to  which  none  of  the 
ordinary  Fellows  of  London  muft  fail  of  being 
prefent,  Sicknefs  only  excepted. 


XV.  The 
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XV. 

The  Academy  having  not  yet  any  Income 
to  give  annually  a  gold  Medal  of  thirty 
Guineas  Value,  as  a  Reward  to  the  Learned, 
who  write  heft  upon  any  Point  of  Practice 
propofed  to  the  World  by  the  faid  Academy ; 
the  Great,  the  Rich,  and  the  worthy  Pro¬ 
moters  of  Science  in  this  Kingdom,  muft  be 
invited  to  be  Subfcribers  to  fuch  an  honour¬ 
able  Fund.  Though  fuch  Subfcriptions  are 
too  frequently  met  with  abroad,  they  are 
rarely  to  be  found  in  England.  Doubtlefs 
an  Academy  of  this  kind  may  one  Day  or 
other  meet  with  a  Squire  Neadham ,  who 
will  do  that  Bufinefs  at  once  *. 

XVI. 

The  Surgeons  of  London  only,  as  Ordi¬ 
nary  Fellows,  muft  never  be  permitted  to 
write  for  the  gold  Medal,  as  they  are  fup- 
pofed  to  be  of  a  Capacity  more  than  able  to 
obtain  it;  it  muft  therefore  be  the  Reward 
of  any  other  Phyfician  or  Surgeon,  EngliJJj 
or  Foreigner. 

*  Henry  Neadham ,  Efq.  hath  left  40,000  Pounds  to 
the  Foundling- Hofpital ,  befides  confiderable  Legacies  to 
his  Relations  and  Friends.  See  Daily  Advertifer , 
Friday ,  Feb.  24,  1758. 
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Having  communicated  this  Plan  to  feveral 
Gentlemen  they  highly  approved  of  the  fecond 
Part,  which  relates  to  the  Academy  of  Sur¬ 
gery,  but  have  made  fome  Objections  to  the 
fir  ft  which  I  promifed  to  anfwer.  It  has  been 
objected 

Firft, 

If  Surgery  be  taught  gratis  the  1  owe  ft  part 
of  the  People  will  dtjhonour  the  Art  by  their 
running  into  it . 

Anfwer. 

I  know  nothing  low  or  bafe  in  Man  but 
his  Vices  and  Ignorance.  Birth  depends 
only  upon  Chance  ;  Genius  and  Wit  molt 
be  preferred  to  any  other  Qualification  in 
Man  ;  moft  of  thofe  who  have  been  efteemed 
illuftrious  Men,  have  fprung  from  low  Ex¬ 
tractions. 

Secondly, 

This  Plan  is  too  generous  to  be  put  in  ex¬ 
ecution  ;  generally  fpeaking ,  Men  are  led  by 
felf-interejft . 

Anfwer. 

Becaufe  this  Plan  is  generous  it  may 
the  more  eafiiy  be  put  in  execution,  it  will 
be  expenfive  to  no  body.  I  know  the  co- 
vetoufnefs  of  Man’s  Heart,  but  we  may  • 
perhaps  find  honeft  People  who  really  feel 
the  true  Love  of  the  public  Welfare,  and  be¬ 
lieve 


[  23  ] 

lieve  they  will  eftem  it  an  honour  to  be  the 
fird  Promoters  of  this  undertaking.  Had  the 
World  always  been  permitted  to  run  its  com¬ 
mon  Courfe  it  would  certainly  have  been 
very  wrong,  and  we  fhould  dill  have  con¬ 
tinued  in  the  groffed  Ignorance  and  Stupidity,, 

Thirdly, 

Who  can  compel  the  Surgeons  of  London  to 
form  an  Academy  of  Surgery  and  fill  the  Of¬ 
fice  oj  Fellows  ? 

Anfwer. 

Compuhion  is  by  no  means  requiflte  for 
the  forming  an  Academy.  Love  of  true 
Learning,  Honour  and  Emulation  have  been 
hitherto  fufficient  to  maintain  the  Royal 
Academies  of  London ,  Paris ,  Bojogne ,  Berlin y 
and  Peter shurgh .  Can  the  Surgeons  of  Lon¬ 
don  only  be  void  of  fuch  a  noble  Emulation? 
To  fufped  it  would  be  an  Affront  to  them, 
two  or  three  of  them  are  enough  to  bring 
all  the  others  to  fuch  a  Refolution.  We 
have  before  our  Eyes  an  indance  of  the  mod 
complete  and  mod  generous  Academy  in 
the  World  ;  near  feven  hundred  Gentlemen, 
equally  didinguifhed  by  their  Rank  and 
Qualifications,  are  the  Fellows  of  this  Society, 
who  have  voluntarily  fubfcribed  a  large  Sum 
of  Money  to  promote  Arts  and  Sciences. 

I  could  prove  that  this  extraordinary  Munifi¬ 
cence 


•  [  24  ]  . 

cerlce  eclipfes  tbaf  of  all  Princes  who  have 
ereded  Academies.  But  the  Academy  of 
Surgery  may  he  ereded  without  Expence  j 
why  then  fhould  it  not  be  ereded  ? 

'  9 

Fourthly, 

It  is  no t  an  Advantage  fufficient  to  recom- 
penfe  a  Surgeon ,  who  hath  worked  fix  Tears  in 
an  Ho  [pit  ah  to  be  employed  in  a  Man  oj  War , 
a  Regiment ,  or  in  a  Colony . 

Anfwer. 

When  thev  have  ferved  feven  Years  to  a 

J 

Surgeon  pray  what  have  they  learned  ?  or 
what  have  they  feen  ?  Almod  nothing.  Ne- 
verthelefs  they  are  admitted  into  the  Service, 
after  having  been  two  or  three  Months  in 
an  Hofpital ;  is  there  any  Comparifon  be¬ 
tween  fuch  a  one,  and  one  who  has  had  fix 
Years  experience  in  a  good  Hofpital  ?  It  you 
would  have  learned  People  you  mud  pay 
them  according  to  their  Merit,  or  be  fatil- 
fied  with  the  mod  barbarous  Ignorance : 

Th  is  mud  be  the  cafe  where  Indifference 

/  * 

and  Avarice  are  predominant.  If  the  pay 
of  thofe  who  are  employed  as  fird  Surgeons 
in  a  Ship  of  War,  or  in  a  Regiment,  be  not 
fufficient,  let  it  be  doubled  diredly,  that  the 
Salary  may  be  adequate  to  the  Capacity,  then 
mav  we  be  very  fure  to  recover  Health  and 

.  preferve 
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preferve  Life  under  their  Care,  this  me* 
thinks  defervedly  merits  our  Attention.  A 
good  able  Surgeon  may,  in  a  long  Voyage, 
preferve  the  Lives  of  three  hundred  Seamen, 
they  mu  ft  be  rated  very  low  if  they  are  not 
eftimated  at  a  hundred  Pounds  an  Heads 
it  is  then  as  much  as  if  that  Surgeon  had 
laved  his  Country  30,000/.  and  multiply 
that  by  one  hundred  for  the  Navy,  as  much 
for  the  Army,  and  as  much  for  the  Colonies, 
and  then  you  will  find  it  not  a  Trifle,  being 
9000,000/.  of  Money. 

Fifthly, 

When  there  is  too  great  a  number  of  People 
in  an  Hofpital  the  Air  grows  unwholfom . 

Anfwer. 

This  may  be  true  in  regard  to  the  Hof- 
pitals  of  London ,  which  are  all  too  low  and 
too  much  confined. 

Let  there  be  a  large  Hofpital,  well  ex¬ 
po  fed,  whofe  Halls  fhould  be  atleaft  twenty- 
fix  Feet  wide,  and  eighteen  Feet  high,  let 
the  Windows  be  very  large  and  opened  all 
at  one  Time  every  Day,  and  if  it  be  always 
kept  clean  it  will  be  as  wholfom  as  a  good 
Apartment.  There  is  no  great  difficulty  in 
this. 
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Sixthly, 
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Sixthly, 

You  fay  without  Expence  to  the  Public ,  a 
Lottery  is  expe?7five  to  all  fuch  as  depoft  Money 
therein. 

Anfwer. 

I  believe  no  body  puts  Money  into  a  Lot¬ 
tery  when  they  know  the  purchafe  of  a 
Ticket  exceeds  their  Ability ;  it  may  be 
called  a  Game  where  the  Adventurers  may 
draw  much  more  than  they  venture 
befides  we  ought  to  fcorn  a  fraall  Lofs, 
when  it  is  evident  that  we  ourfelves  are 
concerned  in  the  Advantages  of  it.  More- 
over  a  Lottery  is  not  a  burdenfome  Tax, 
no  body  is  conftrained  or  terrified  by  it,  let 
who  will  venture  his  Money. 

Seventhly, 

The  Surgeons  of  London  will  never  own  them - 
fekes  inferior  to  any  others . 

Anfwer. 

Nobody  in  this  World  will  acknowledge 
his  inferiority  in  any  Rank  whatfoever;  I  know 
that  there  is  in  London  fome  able  Surgeons, 
equal  to  any  others.  The  defign  here  is 
only  to  increafe  their  Number,  fo  that  the 
Army,  Navy,  the  Colonies  and  Counties 
may  be  provided  with  them.  Confcience 

cannot 
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cannot  diffemble  with  itfelf,  it  needs  only  to 
make  a  Comparifon  with  its  Neighbour’s 
Works  and  its  own,  to  know  on  which 
fide  the  Scale  will  fall.  A  Man  of  Wit 
and  Genius  is  always  true  ;  a  Fool  ftubborn 
and  proud:  Where  is  the  Man  who  with 
a  fmall  Dofe  of  Impartiality,  would  give 
up  himfelf  for  fuch  an  one.  .  . 


Eighthly, 

Four  Surgeo72S  are  not  fujficient  to  injlrucl 
an  hundred  young  People . 

Anfwer. 

A  fingle  one  is  more  than  fufficient  to  in- 

ftruCt  and  carry  them  to  Perfection.  An 

* 

able  Mafter  may  form  a  very  celebrated 
School,  and  leave  after  him  a  great  many 
Pupils  equal  to  himfelf,  who  may  in  Time 
eclipfe  his  Ability  with  their  own.  Phyfic, 
Surgery,  Painting,  Architecture  and  many 
other  Arts  afford  us  feveral  inftances.  Boer - 
haave  hath  made  a  thoufand  able  Phvficians, 
Moran d  as  many  able  Surgeons,  Scamozi  and 
Rubens  as  many  Painters  and  Architects, 
the  fingle  reading  of  Horace's  Works  and 
Precepts  make  to  this  Day  celebrated  Poets. 
What  may  we  not  expeCt  from  four  ex¬ 
perienced  Surgeons  who  would  generoufly 
communicate  their  Knowledge. 

D  2  / 


Ninthly, 
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Ninthly, 

Why  JhouJd  the  Cure  of  V enereal  Diforders 
belong  rather  to  Surgeons  than  Phyficians  ? 

Anfwer. 

I  know  that  Phyficians  only  have  wrote 
perfectly  well  on  thefe  Diforders,  and  have 
taught  others  how  they  may  be  cured ;  but 
as  the  Public  are  not  acquainted  with  this 
they  commonly  apply  to  Surgeons,  who 
mull  then  learn  how  to  cure  them  fince  they 
expedt  a  Cure  and  depend  on  them  for  it ; 
moreover  thefe  Diftempers  are  fubjedt  to  fe- 
veral  Operations  that  Phyficians  fcorn  to 
perform  and  Surgeons  are  obliged  to  learn. 

Tenthly, 

If  Surgeons  attempt  to  cure  the  Scurvey , 
Pleurifies ,  LoofeneJJes ,  it  is  an  encroachment 
upon  Phyfic ,  and  that  will  Jkorten  the  Phyf¬ 
cians  profit. 

Anfwer. 

•  i 

There  are  a  thoufand  Occurrences  where 
fuch  fick  People  happen  to  die  for  want  of 
Phyficians,  especially  at  Sea,  in  the  Field, 
in  the  Colonies,  and  elfewhere.  It  matters 
not  to  the  Public  who  cures  them  provided 
they  be  cured.  A  Surgeon  who  has  not 
fome  knowledge  of  Phyfic  is  always  a  very 

dangerous 
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dangerous  Man,  how  can  he  guard  againft 
fuch  Accidents  as  may  happen  to  a  Man 
on  whom  he  has  made  an  Operation,  or  to 
thofe  who  have  been  dangeroufly  wounded  r 
Befides  Surgeons  as  well  as  Apothecaries 
have  feldom  an  Opportunity  of  pradtifing 
Phyfic  on  any  but  the  Poor,  why  (hould 
we  hinder  them  ?  What  Encroachment  is 
this  on  the  Phylician’s  Profit  ?  when  they 
have  not  a  Capacity  required  for  that.  It 
is  lofs  of  Life  only  to  thofe  who  truft  them, 
will  you  remedy  this  ?  Let  them  be  learned. 

Eleventhly. 

If  your  Plan  'was  followed  Surgeons  would 
be  able  to  find  no  Apprentices  and  that  would 
be  to  their  Lofs. 

Anfwer. 

The  Confequence  is  not  juft,  but  granting 
this,  what  fignifies  the  Lofs  caufed  to  a  final! 
Number  of  Surgeons,  provided  we  do  not 
hurt  their  Fortunes,  and  that  we  promote 
the  Welfare  of  the  Public  ?  Who  would  be 
fo  bad  a  Patriot  as  to  complain  of  it  ? 

Twelfthly, 

There  is  already  fo  many  Hofpitals  in  Lon¬ 
don,  why  jhcidd  we  build  another  t 

Anfwer. 


/ 
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Anfwer. 

All  the  Hofpitals  of  London ,  except  CheU 
fea  College  and  Greenwich ,  are  rather  fmall 
Houfes  than  Hofpitals ;  they  are  fettled  on 
a  footing  diametrically  oppofite  to  that  which 
I  propofe ;  befides,  they  are  not  fufficient 
for  the  fourth  Part  of  thofe  who  want  to  be 
admitted  into  them  5  the  way  of  Subfcrip- 
ti°n,  which  fupports  the  moft  Part  of  them, 
is  indeed  very  pious,  and  deferves  to  be 
admired ;  but  it  is  not  univerfally  good  for 
the  Poor,  becaufe  unlefs  they  be  known  to 
the  Benefactors  they  never  can  be  admitted 
into  them  j  and  as  thofe  charitable  Perfons 
may  difpofe  only  of  a  few  Places,  many  may 
die  in  tne  Streets  or  in  a  Garret  for  want  of 
help  when  thofe  Places  are  filled  ;  I  have 
known  feveral  inftances  of  this.  In  fhort,  an 
Hofpital  with  two  or  three  thoufand  Beds, 
where  every  fick  Perfon  could  be  admitted 
at  any  Time,  is  abfolutely  neceffary  in  this 
large  Metropolis,  as  much  for  the  preferva- 
tion  and  help  of  the  People,  as  for  the  further 
Perfection  of  Phyfic  and  Surgery  in  the 
Kingdom.  Such  an  Hofpital  would  be  no 
lefs  an  Honour  to  the  Nation  than  the  fine 
Bridge  of  Wejlminfler ,  it  would  not  coft 
half  fo  much,  and  would  be  infinitely  more 
ufeful  and  beneficial. 

Thirteenthly, 

*  * 


* 
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Thirteenthly, 

four  Plan  cannot  fucceed  becaufe  it  fup - 
pofes  that  one  jhould  grant  fever al  Privileges 
which  depend  only  on  the  Parliament ,  and  on 
the  City ,  it  will  only  draw  againjl  you  a  great 
many  Enemies . 

Anfwer. 


The  Privileges  here  in  question  are  but 
mere  Trifles,  which  cod  only  a  little  piece 
of  Parchment ;  and  if  the  Parliament  find 
this  Plan  of  ufe  to  the  Nation  they  doubt- 
lefs  will  grant  thofe  Privileges,  becaufe  they 
always  have  the  good  of  the  Public  at 
Heart ;  as  to  the  Enemies  I  may  draw  againfl: 
me  thereby  I  don't  regard  them:  I  know 
no  Phyfic  that  can  cure  Jealoufy  or  Envy, 
thofe  who  are  troubled  with  thefe  Paffions 
are  greatly  to  be  lamented,  not  only  becaufe 
they  fhew  the  weaknefs  of  their  Wit  and 
bafenefs  of  their  Heart,  but  alfo  becaufe  they 
are  abfolutely  incurable. 
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